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ORI Welcomes Sixth Class of Scholars

In August 2009, ORI invited twenty-seven of the brightest young people in Rwanda to be members of
our newest class of scholarship recipients. Selected out of a pool of 2,700 applicants, these young people
distinguished themselves during the selection process by demonstrating their vision for the future, their

academic successes to date, and their motivation to learn and lead.

Our team met two of these new ORI scholars—Jacqueline Tumukunde and Joselyne Umwariwase—
when completing interviews at the leading secondary school for women in Rwanda, which is run by
one of our partner organizations, the Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE). In September,
the ORI team welcomed Jacqueline, Joselyne—and our other 25 amazing new students—to New Student

Orientation and Training.

Jacqueline Tumukunde

Jacqueline, who attended FAWE’s secondary school, is a remarkably poised and confident young woman
who performed very well on the national university exam in Biology/Chemistry. She hopes to study Environ-
mental Sciences at the National University of Rwanda (NUR) so she can contribute to the conservation of
Rwanda’s natural resources. Jacqueline believes that tourism will create prosperity for Rwanda and that

responsible environmental stewardship will be critical to the industry’s success.

Joselyne Umwariwase

Born into a farming family, Joselyne grew up in extreme poverty, with only her mother to support the family.
After losing her mother in the 1994 genocide, Joselyne and her older sister learned to take care of themselves.
In spite of the challenges, Joselyne thrived in secondary school in Rwanda’s East Province and performed well
on the national university entrance examination. Joselyne, who has a great sense of humor, dreams of becom-

ing a nurse and assisting other young women by advocating for family planning in Rwanda.








